
Read This!
Read this section on the Request for 
Information on page 17598 in The Proposed 
Rule:   https://www.federalregister.gov/
documents/2019/04/25/2019-08143/medicare-
program-fi scal-year-2020-hospice-wage-index-
and-payment-rate-update-and-hospice-quality
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FYI: 
The Least You Need to Know: 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) is seeking information on the 
interaction between hospice and other models of care delivery. 

HOSPICE FUNDAMENTALS SUBSCRIBER EMAILS — June 2019

Part 4: Request for Information on the Role of Hospice and Coordination of Care at 

Additional Information:  

Hospice is not a part of Medicare Advantage (MA) plans, so when an MA patient enrolls in hospice, they 
receive hospice care through traditional Medicare fee-for-service (FFS). After the patient enrolls in hospice, 
the MA plan continues to provide supplemental benefi ts and unrelated Part D drugs. Services unrelated to hospice 
and non- Part D drugs are also covered under traditional Medicare FFS. CMS is considering incorporating Hospice 
into care delivery models like MA, Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs) and other future care delivery models to 
alleviate this fragmentation of services and payments. 

Change is in the Air

CMS is interested in the potential impact, 
operational considerations and lessons learned 
before considering design changes to the Medicare 
hospice benefi t.

 This is the hospice and healthcare community’s 
opportunity to weigh in on potential benefi ts and 
burdens of any changes. CMS has already noted in the 
Proposed Rule:

  •     The necessity of revision to MA benchmarks to include 
the cost of hospice benefi ciaries

  •     The potential for MA plans to select only a subset of 
hospices in any area as “in-network”, potentially limiting 
access and choice

  •     A change to payment rates from the MA plan to the 
hospices in their network. Those rates could potentially 
be lower than current traditional Medicare rates 

  •     Incorporating hospice into MA could fi rst be tested under 
the CMS Innovation Center’s authority

CMS wants to hear from us about:

  •     How hospice under Medicare FFS relates to other 
treatment options like palliative care

  •     Whether live discharge rates are a refl ection of the 
current structure

  •     Care coordination diff erences for patients that were 
Medicare FFS before hospice, and those that were MA 
or ACO patients before hospice

  •     The pros and cons of including hospice services as part 
of value-based and capitated payment arrangements, 
like ACOs, Medicaid managed care and commercial 
insurance.
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The 2020 

Proposed Wage Index FYIsActions of a Prudent 
Hospice™ 

ONE. Gather information from your own hospice’s 
experience with late referrals, revocations, transitions of 
care, continuity of care and alternative payers. 

TWO. If concerns or opportunities about integrating 
hospice are evident, share that information with CMS. 
The last day to make comments if June 18, 2019. Information 
about how to share comments is in the Federal Register 
Proposed Rule

Link to Other Material:

For more information on MA and the 
percentage of MA benefi ciaries in 
your state, go to: https://www.kff .org/
medicare/issue-brief/a-dozen-facts-
about-medicare-advantage/

For more information on ACOs, go 
to: https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/
Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment/
ACO/

Part 1: Overview and rebasing of the Continuous 
Home Care, Inpatient Respite Care, and General 

Inpatient Care Payment rates for FY 2020

Part 2: The Election Statement and “Virtually All” 

Part 3: Updates to HQRP (Hospice Quality 
Reporting Program)

Part 4: Request for Information on Hospice and 
Various Models of Care Delivery

 

https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/a-dozen-facts-about-medicare-advantage/
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment/ACO/



